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times sustained before the birds are old enough to be wormed safely. The moral of this is to rear the young birds at some distance from the old infected yards.
CJECAL WOKMS
These worms are almost always found in the blind gut or caecum of fowls. The blind gut is an appendix-like organ in the lower part of the intestine. It is made up of two pouches which are attached to either side of the intestine a short distance from the rectum. Both of these pouches open into the intestine.
Caecal worms are tiny thread-like white worms which are seldom more than ^ inch in length. So far as known, they do not harm chickens but may aid in the transmission of blackhead in turkeys. The caecal worm injures the lining membrane of the caecum and opens the way for the blackhead parasite to enter and multiply.
The caecal worm has a life history very much like that of the common round-worm. The adult lays the eggs in the intestine. These pass out in the droppings, incubate in the soil, and after a few days are ready to infect other birds. The eggs must go through the incubation period before they are able to infect another chicken. Before this time they may be eaten without danger.
Several drugs have been suggested to expel caecal worms. None has proved to be effective. Inasmuch as these worms seldom cause the death of chickens, one need not be greatly concerned if a few are found in the caecum. It is claimed that blackhead can be controlled by the removal of the caecal worm, but the location of this worm makes this practically impossible. The use of nicotine sulfate capsules and kamala is not advised for the expulsion of these worms. If something must be done, tobacco dust as suggested for the flock treatment of round-worms may be tried.
GAPB-WOKMS
This pest has been common in the eastern part of the United States but is seldom encountered elsewhere. The small